


WESTERN POVERTLING RUs, 1936

Newest of the Pacific Coast’s minor chains
is a group of Oregon stations which have sold
hours on a chain basis only within the past
few weeks. The stations involved are KORE,
Fugene ; KSLM, Salem; and KXI,, Portland
(each powered with 100 watts). They united
through the use of Postal Telegraph lines in
order to provide a local hook-np for some of
Associated Oil Company’s basketball broad-
casts, and the first use of the group was made
January 13, 1936.

* * %

This business of having teo listen
|to people on the air before writing
| about them is hard work, but B.
' Mike has thought of a way to find
| out all about them without listen-

ing in. He hag become & grap-
ologist
4 A grapologist, friend, is not one
of those guys they kicked off the
U. 8. ether and you hear now only
| gver Mexican stations, but rather
'he is & combination of those guys.
| He is a cross between a fat woman
" with a dirty neck who reads your
‘palm and & phrenologist, which is
Ia guy that feels of your skull. He
is a specialist in handwriting.
While waiting for a specimen of
the handwriting of Al Jolson, who
| he cannet bear to listen to, B. Mike
will read the handwriting of any-
one who will send some handwrits
ling in together with 15 cents, and
this will be conselentifically serut-
inized, especially the 15 cents, and
| page 32 of the Lovers’ Dream Book
| copied off and sent you in retufn
| for 15 cents.
. No sooner said than in comes &
'note from Harry Read .of KXL,
Harry says his Salem station,
KSLM, has been granted full time
on the air on its present frequency,
11370 ke., which is between KXL
‘and KFJR. But what Harry says
'is unimportant and unnecessary. It
i how he crosses his t's that counts.
e Reading Mr, Read
i fiven if Harry had written Mary,
‘had a little lanb it would be plain
KSLM had got full time because

| of the way Harry joins his words
' together. I note Mister Read, you
fnake your P’'s and D's with & sin-|
gle dash. This reveals a positive,
| obstinate, opinionated person with
‘well-defined tastes, fond of money
‘and-having ardor, force, will power,
| séngitiveness, spirituality, dandruff,
is impulsive, aggressive, materialis-
tie, atheous, soluble, rhabiditiform,

ridibund, viviperous and- vivivica-"

tive, equable and given to broad-
casting.

From the blue ink you use I can
see you are ‘a blueblood (black ink,
like Higgins Eternal, is used only
by Africans), and are skeptical,
Juxury loving, rostelarian and mal-
‘leable. Your short finals which are
curled over indicate you are a4 per-.
‘son who is impulsive, fond of the
unusual, spontanecus, with protec-'
tive instinets highly developed,
ambitious, pessimistic, likes to be
|in the foreground while remaining
1in the background, is reticent, dis-
1creet, invests money wisely, is

tracks for broadcasting lines. In
addition to which (hey, Harry, did
you inclose the 15 cents?), you are
aquaeous and exc@ﬁng——excuse
it, the . phone 1s rifiging—

Aw nuts! { (That was Harty on
the phone and he said he didn't
. write the note at all. Hig secretary
| did). Back to the crystal borl!
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of seville, "
sd of KXL says he
they're not broadeasting|-
r by remote control from;
a, The country has no

Worth seeing: Norv Rader
g C unity singing at the

ast club, First one powerful
‘then the other, in screw-
- movements; calesthenic style.
gets results. What with
. going off the Lucky Strike

. Saturdays, B. A. Rolfe
his old iob hack, |
0 ~-30-38

{maved from KSILM, Salem, to KXL's

Ithe back of his head while an-

‘break!—Ed) (17) That JJ is called

@- BEHIND THE MIK

WITH WILLIAM MOYES

/7= ¥~36
Dear Mike: Did you knhow (1)
That Hairy Reed of KXL uses one
of those electric dry shavers? (2)
Dick Musgrove, formerly of KWJJ,

is now bombarding the ether on|

station KRLC in Lewiston, Idaho

(100 w. 1420 ke.)? (3) Allan Shep-j|
herd of KALE has a sister in San
Francisco who broadcasts a cook-|:

ing program? (4) Arthur Johnson,
JJ, left for Corvallis to give KOAC
the o. 0.7 (5) Tommy Hoxie, versa-
tile all-around announcer (much
too good for KXL), is about to
plunge into matrimony?

Did you know (8) Eddie King
(KGW-KEX) has 'a- brown and
white dog named Dolly and the li-
cense number of his car ig 180-8177
(Note: The dorg is news, but you
heard about them love birds, didn’t
you?—Ed) (7) That Phil Irwin,
RGW, KEX, is extremely absent-
minded? (8) That Joe Smidt of JJ
cured his cold by radio frequency
waves? .

On and On, On and On
That . (9) Tiny Secour of KOIN
used to be called “sea cow” by his
pals? (10) That Jimmy Green of
KXL, sees nothing, hears nothing,
and tells nothing—which is some-
thing? (11) That Jack Erwin of JJ
talks so slow it’s a wonder he has

any time left to play records?.
That (12). Willie Rohrer, fresh
from Astoria, now on JJ’s announc-
ing staff, is a classical pianist? (13)
That Paul ‘Harden is now KXL's

program director. (14) And Allan|

Roberts, formerly of KFWB, has

announcing staff? (15) That Don
Kneass, KGW-KEX, can scratch

nouncing ?

That (16) KOIN sometimes over-|
laps JJ and at times it is impossible
to  get either station (Boy wotta

the Nazarene station and plays the
recording of Lanny Ross singing:
“I'm misunderstood” on an average(
of four times a day? (18) Hairy,
Reed of KXI. has not discovered
any new sewers.lately, although he
goes on a sewer hunting expedition
occasionally? And (1%) Andy An-
derson of KGW-KEX ecan’t go home
for the next 30 days on account of
his kid's got scarlet fever?
WINNIE WINCHELL, Portland,

.|stands out as the crux of the case.

{_ You're in court. Judgze Mears on!
|the bench. KXL. Hairy Reed and|
his dawyer at one side of the coun-|
sel table. Eddie King and his,
lawyer, Bob Mautz, at the other.
All around the room are Portland
radio folk, Radio is having its day
lin court.

The case is Hairy wvs. Eddie.!
Eddie used to work for Hairy. As|
a kid breaking into broadeasting
he worked for nothing. Later he;
paid him a little, plus nothing a|
weel., All that was a couple or
more years ago. Hairy is suing
Eddie for $150 or so he says he!
‘overpaid him.

i Gosh, What a Mess

Eddie’s salary, it seems, was some- '
thing like $2.50 a week in cash (or
was it $5?) plus $30 a month to be !
taken out in due bills, or merchan-|
dise orders of KXL customers who
paid in goods instead of in money.

On the stand Hairy is a kick, His
lawyer asks him a question. Dead-
panned, like a guy walking in his
sleep, he walks with hands out-
stretched to his pile of books and]
remains there like a statue, doing'
nothing. No reflection on Hairy,

Some Complications |

i There are complications, not en-]
{tered on the books, such as a per-|
sonal loan of a couple of bucks. Also |
a smashup of Eddle’s auto, to repair
which he sold a garage time on the
air in exchange for repairs, then|
_ha.d to cough up $10 to pay a sales-!
'man’s commission.

Out in the corridor Eddie has
exhibit A ready to introduce. It is
'his_salary for a couple of weeks!
|of hard labor at announcing—viz,, |
a eage of two lovebirds. The dough
ipoor KEddie got wouldn't have|
|bought bird seed to feed ‘em, he|
|says, And, as for eating the things, |
iEddie's been fattening ’em .forf
|three years, and they still are no
good for Thanksgiving.

Good Time Had by All |

Through all the maze of figgers

and contradictions of ’em one thing

Hairy says there was eight months
Edd@e never showed up for work.
Eddie says he certainly was there
and worked a full day daily. -

To prove his claim Hairy shows
his log boolis of programs broad-
cast. Why isn't Eddie's name signed
to them? Eddie’s answer is simple.
First he puts Rollie Truitt and
Jack Charles on the stand to say
the worked with them daily. Next,
he shows everyone in-a program
does not sign the log book, only the
lecontrol room announcer, B. Mike
gets a snickering fit and beats it.
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The Wildcat Returning )

| Next week the old familiar greet-
ing, “Hello World” will be heard
again in Portland, Robert Gordon
|Duncan, most picturesque (and
tonce too picturesque) character
that ever rode the local kilocyeles,
will be heard over KXL four nights
a week for 30 minutes a night,
|starting at 8:30 next Tuesday.

The Oregon Wildeat, it seems, is|
a candidate for state senator, a job
witch B. Mike's crystal borl indi-
cates he has a fair chance of cop-
‘| ping. As wild as ever, though prob-

ably more cautious, Wildcat Dum-
|ean will discourse on his platform
which is Oregon ought to have a
trade commission, This commission,
or state NRA, would have authority |.
to regulate business, says the Wild-
cat, .thus saving gas station . oper- |,
ators and other small business men
from going broke. The only reason
they ain't broke now, sezze, is they
'had the NRA a couple of years. The
Wildeat’s radio contract is for 26
d weeks. In addition helll make three

broadcasts in Salem and twe.in
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Oregon Wildeat Tonight

Tonight's the night that Robert
Gordon Duncan returns to the air
on KXL. Once the Oregon Wildcat,l
now the Blue Eagle, radio’s most
picturesque talker, at present a|
candidate for the state senate, will‘ J f
be heard every Tuesday through
Friday at 8:30 P. M.

Jack Little (not Little Jack) ex-
KOMO, has joined the announcing
staff of KGW-KEX. Moody Mister
Singleton is juggling kilocycles on a
visit to Chico, Cal. Charles Gerrard, 3
ex the Homicide Squad and other |
KGW dramas, was heard on NBC|
the other night in Winning the |
West, Those two Don Lee pianists, |
Shaisgreen and somebody else|
should be billed as “Twenty |
Thumbs.” They play like they just
met,

Pick of the Pack
KGW-—Consumers’ program,'1: 45.
|The Mills Brothers with Ben Bernle,
16 P. M. Donald Novis et als.,, 6:30.)
Eddie Dowling and Ray Dooley, T
o'clock., Phil Lord and a thriller
{about: two seafaring ghosts at 8:30.
|Grace Cathedral Boys' choir on ;
| Death Valley Days at 9 P. M. Crime
| Clues at 9:30.
KEX—Baseball in the afternoon.|
Crosscuts at 6. Talk by Fire-eater |
Senator Rush Holt, the Huey P.i
Long of West Virginia on his latest
and favorite stummickache, ‘“Red
Tape . and the WPA” 6:30 P M.|
_|Covered Wagon, 8:15. The fights—|
'Red Bruce, who kayoed Young |
Firpo, vs. Carmen Barth, with|
Rollie Truitt at the mike, 9:30
o'clock. ‘
KOIN—On Pickfair show— Joel|
McCrea, Johnny Mack Brown and|
‘| Juzzy Knight at 7, Jack Oakie &
|bride (he calls her pigeon) wit.h|
lKen Murray at 5:30 o'clock. ‘[ i ? /
KXL starts its Oregon (Portland,
Salem, Hugene) network at 9 to-}
inight, NBC and CBS have swapped
Istation outlets after a cash serams- |
ble in Boston, CBS getting Edison
Lights WEEL In London they've




; *  HARRY B. READ .
President, Owner and Pioneer of Radio Station KXL,
Who is Interviewed Today

KXL President Was a

Former Wireless Operator
By SYLVIA HOLZMAN =

HILE other local radio stations '
have counted many changes of
management—and even ownership
—during the recent years of what
might be called “radio’s beginning,”
~ Station KXL continues to be owned
. and managed by the man who start-
~ ed it. And that man, Harry B.
. Read, president of KX, though ,
~ still a young man, is one of the old- |
‘l'! est radio devotees in the local field, !

lil Wireless Always Hobhy
" The decision to own his own radio
. station was, with Harry Read, just |
something which grew out of a vo-
- cation that was avocation or hobby
as well, Wireless (so called before
the transmission of the human
voice because a common thing) is
something he can hardly remember SN2
&m}f_ being interested.in, and in 1910 |~ [© W
he was actually employed at this
work, Some twenty years ago he
was & ship’s wireless operator, and
in various eapacities of this kind
he was at work until 1926, when
_pioneered station KXL.

Station Starting Difficult

Congevhing the difficulties he
must Bave had in getting started,
Mr. Read said: “Soon I found that |
to manage a radio station miore
than mere technical ability  is
needed. The smooth operation re-
quires a combination of talents and
trainings no one man can possibly
give. Executive, and sales, as well
as technical ability, are needed. An-,
nouncing requires the services of
one with a pleasant voice and per-
sonality as well as fertile vocabu-
lary., Musical talent is an imme-
diate necessity. Where I fell down
on these vocations I had to acquire
help, and that was a job at first,”

Just how Mr. Read went about

acquiring this assistance we could |

not learn. The gentleman, be it
said, was suffering from an indis-
posifion on the day we called and
was obviously not In a communica-
tive mood. What personal informa-
tion we acquired was elicited by
means of prodding—and none too
gentle prodding at that!
Technically Interested
A technically trained interview-
er, however; might have drawn all
-sorts of interesting comment from
Harry Read. When mention arose
of the time-when in 1912 he fivst
heard the human voice come forth
by wireless he seemed to forget his
N

on the subjeet of “dots and dashes.

Had our expression registered any-
thing but a vacuous stupidity he.
might have continued indefinitely,

and we had to ask questions.

“How many are there on the
KXL staff now, Mr. Read?”
“There are about fourteen of us

|| here now, and we keep pretty busy.”

“Won’t you tell us something of
your plans and ambitions for the
station?” Mr. Read was asked.

To Open Salem Station

“I haven’t anything particular to

disclose at the present time,” came

opening a station at Salem soon.

shali be filling a real need. Other
stations elsewhere? I don’t know as
to that.” (But Mr. Read smiled in

there'may be other expansion plans
| up his sleevel) ™=
| Community Work Liked
“We are very much pleased with

own volition. “And we liké feeling
‘that we can make ourselves instru-
ments of service in community

which We enjoy eollaborating.”

may be stepping into your shoes
here some day?” we inquired.

is my wife, and the other is flying.”

a licensed pilot, so that at times
when he is not going “over the air,”
he might be found literally ‘“up in
| the air.” >

the reply. “However, you may be |
interested to know that I plan |

indisposition and talked animatedl}; i

but as it was he drew up shortly |-

J

here is none there, and I feel we | :

ﬂSuch a way as not to- deny thatﬁ[.

our Shopping News tieup,” vouc_}}- !
| safed the KXL president, all of his |

work. Police and Chamber of Com- ||
merce broadcasts are programs on.|

“Are there any young Reads who |

“No, but I have two hobbies. One |

It developed that Harry Read is |

e
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Iika KXL Harry Read is|
exit from the Portland|
ng picture 'via the sale’
icatidn has been sent to|
.C. asking. permission to
' majority of the stock
e. If the thjng gu'JesI
‘Tom Symons o}

_and Ed Craney of KGIR
vill take over KXL. Symons'|
the Spokane outlet of |
will go to Salem and
te on KSLM he owns'

and Butte men aren’t the
who want to become
ars hereabouts, Harvey
rance man and head of
, has asked the com-
permit to build a 100-
ancouver, Wash. The
“for is KVEP’s old
Harvey are three|
. Harold J, and L: C,, |
r. Harvey apparently
or Jantzen Beach.
year of innovations for
but the one you'll
Impressed with most
@ its beginning over|
9 o'clock. ‘
he Oregonian and
ill present a song to
?&stlval association. " It
Merton H. Bories,
manager of KGW
d composer of several
ne of his more recent
mgs was “Ship Ahoy,”
b especially for Captain
t adopted by orchestras

he networks today.
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Seward of the fed-

recommended. approval I
,uaatlon of KXL for a |
‘of lts license and for |
to sell 222 out of 250
»ca.p{tal stock for $20,000
"W. Symons of Spokane,

d Hdward B. Craney of |

on the application, |
n'w subject to the com-
, was held up pend- !
in connection with
proadeasting announce-
gonnection with chain-

g was held October
John C. Kendall and
sher represented Read,
ing depositions from
residents indorsing the
ymons and Craney are
take over KXL. soon
first of the year.
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The Hosmtal Ward
Manager Jennings  of KGW-
KEX was in the hospital and in
a cast yasterday, Arriving from
work the evening before at 6
o'clock he slipped on the steep
stone steps of his home on the
Heights and fractured his elbow.
Carey didn't know it but on'an-
other floor in the same hospital
was another radio man, Wednes-
day morning Harry Read of KXL |
phoned to say he'd be-in late. Two
hours later Harry Runyan phoned 1
l
|

el .___L._

him, but the doc had already
enaked Harry away In a hurry to
have his ﬂage{ldxx o=t il
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October 18, 1933

- HARRY READ TAKES TO AIR

The facial expression in this story is of Harry Read genial prexy
of radio station KXL. Noted for its outstanding sports broadcast and
general good features of the air, located on the mezzanine floor in
the Multnomah Hotel, Portland, Oregon, “Don’t Sign Off.”

If there is a better-liked individual in the entire |
city it would take a magnifying glass to discover
said person. The reason that Read is in print is
because like many others who accomplish a deed of
unusual nature. Harry Read is now a full fledged
pilot. Perhaps to many of the readers this may not
appear as news, nevertheless to yours truly this is
an accomplishfent, because I for one, prefer travel-
ing on the soil.

While Read has for twenty.five years devoted his
time to radio broadcasting he iis naturally proud that
aside of his labors, he found time to learn to fly.
Let’s scrutinize Read’s undertaking: All together
Read has been navigating a plane for three years

Harry Read and he made his first solo flight two years ago, on
October 2. Read took his final test with Glen W. Neil, aviation in-
spector for this district, and now carries a license to pilot his own
ship.

Read is also a member of the Portland Flying Club, an organized
group of men who own their own planes and use them for private
business and pleasure transportation only.

Since he became a licensed pilot his better half, Mrs. Mary Read
had the distinction of being the first passenger to take to the air;
Carrol Hansen being the second to enjoy the privilege, while the third
bout on the air was extended to yours truly, but as aforementioned,
the soil is my choice, and only because that my labors are incomplete,
prompts me to withhold from taking to the air, at this time, 8Sit
tight boys, you're not going to chisel me out of the pleasure—but for
the present the third honors will no doubt have to be extended to some
one else.

Read is the oldest radioman in Portland. Seven years ago he be-
came the owner of station KXI. and has been very successful in op-
erating it since that time. KXIL is a Home-Owned station. It was
this station that first starter baseball broadcasts; KXL pioneered the
wrestling program which is given to the listeners from the ringside;
football and other outstanding sports programs are broadcast daily
to thousands of listeners. The station is also noted for its many
timely sports gossips that come to you \direct from the studio in the
Multnomah Hotel.

However as prominent as sports are on KXL the station operates
24 hours a day and during that time the program is replete with
music, chats, celebrated speakers, or what have you. This station
fills the menu of what the rank and file want.

If yon don’ know Harry Read you should meet him. He
manages to take the onerous duties or many of them, off the shoulders
of his constituents like a trooper, the men under him like him for
his cool and collective ways—his criticisms are always constructive.

And Read, like most of the good natured smiling fellows is a
sportsman, through and through. To know him as I do, you must
meet him—“come up sometime”.

ATwater 5124

y Monday, Wednesday and Friday

“The Voice of Portland”
SPORTS REPORTER OF THE AIR!
Baseball Broadcast Daily Bxcept Monday—Carroll Sansen and Jack
Charles Giving You the Play-by-Play Description

‘ Wrestling Broadcast Every Wednesday Night—Gec. Lowenson & Son,

Sponsors—Norman Thompson and Spike Hennessey at the Mike

ED POPICK SPORTS GOSSIP ever
nights at 7:45 to 8:00.

Studio: Hotel Mulinomah

|
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KXL Changing Hands |

Portland, Ore.—H. B. Read, own- l
| e and operator of station KXL,
!| yesterday announced the sale of
station to T. W. Symons, Spokane,
and E. B. Craney, Butte, effective
with the renewal of the station’s
license by the FCC Bpril 11, It
is reported that Read's 80 per cent
of the stock was sold for $20,000.
T. W. Symons will assume active

charge of the station, i i

The Benson Polytechnic School,
Portland, Ore., holds some kind of a
record, having operated KBPS for 14
years as a mnon-commercial station,
on the air three and a half hours
each school day. W. D. Allingham is
manager of the station.

.
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2—The Siatesman, Salom, Qrego Saturday, January 24, 1948 ‘
i, municipal court which fined

" him $150 on the same charge. The ]
ReadCharge [sni i ittt |
: a limited franchise granted by the
- s ® city council last year which cot’:-
ed mn fines the company’s operations t0{ .,
lsmlSS ! customers being served prior to})
x October 1. s la
] 1 Ceurt —_— e
‘' A charge against Harry Read, 3 »
manager of Salem Electric tﬁ; ! Tl m Fli From the Files of
; over a city street in vio- e eS'
lation of eity laws, was dismissed 3 She/Sregnn A WER0AN
?dmu‘r]‘)’icigalM court Friday by|,
udge W. W. McKinney. 1 have suffered from Spanish in-
Read: was argested January 24 ]0 Years AgO fluenza during the present epi-
by cé‘l%'D -‘pg}tceEoni a c.:Ionlm{pla]x)int t October 8, 1943 demic and the death list has
signed by City Engineer J. H. Da-| ¢ T ni ; grown to 16. No classes have
vis, chargmg Read with installing| ¢ abog: ggoégegmsgetgs almuwolzgzg been held. The teaching staff has
electrieal wires over Carlton Way of votiné a’ge by election day been nursing the ill.
gl violation of city ordinance 3642.{ « Nov. 2, the Census Bureau i e : o 5
ead hagd pleaded innocent to the| ¢ Rt ARe5is =n Sncrease <ok Col. E. Hofer is recipient of
charge apd posted $200 bail after| o b M ol g g R a rare and classic old Italian oil
~ his arrest. ai reau’s last previous etimate DG s iy Gl
Read: aind  theoe: SalemFleatite’ m : }/aqm Pat.tflsta Salvi Sassoferraio.
linemen are scheduled to appear| ar Harry B. Read, manager of 1t is a gift from his son, Law-
in municipal court January 29 to| d¢  Salem Electric Co., died here. Tence Hofer, who is with the
face the” same charee EroWing outhch  He was one of the founders of - AMErican nagy submarine chas-
of their arrest by city police Jan-| #io. Portland radio station KXL and ©F division. :
uary 12 for sllegedly reconnecting| sor also owned facilities which later - e TR
several wires on Donald road,] 1} became KOIN. PleetS PICketed
gﬁrltmi]] Way and Portland road. %IO- 25 Y A
is charge was also brought by| Ha ears 0
Davis. Read and -the linemen are| Dor Oct. 8 19339 In Portland Issue‘
- “now free on $100 bail each and| A S T
have pleaded Innocent to the|tick One of Salem’s outstanding b POR! L‘;:ND (AP)—Lew Trauk
charge; : be : residents, Judge Peter H. D’Ar- degaanlc eting pickets here to
'Read already has filed notice of| $3. | cy, died at his home. Born in day. ne€ said they are carrying
appeal In Marion - county circuit Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1854, he came DOD-union signs and he is tired of
court from a September 6 ruling St' to the Pacific Coast with his it. Traub Ik Yusi 3
i { | parents in 1855. He graduated l;‘ag walked beside picke
L—" ' $rom Willamette University in Herb Baxter, who was wearing 2

e

1875 and a year latef was admit-

ted to the bar.

A new world’s record of 112
hours, 41 minutes continuous
roller skating was claimed at Ta-
coma, Wash., by W. W. Miller,

74.
40 Years Ago
Oct. 8, 1918

Over one-third of the 500 stu-.
dents at Chemawa. Indian School

banner proclaiming that the Zi-
dell Machinery and Supply Co.
was unfair.

Traub’s banner said: ‘‘Pickef
banners made by non-union shop.
Unfair to union awning shops.”

Traub operates a union canvas
products shop.

James A. Petrillo, retired presi-
dent of the American Federation
of Musicians, is afraid of germs
He offers only his little finger in
shaking hands.



